




Group Activities
Break the class into small groups for these activities:

 1. Have each student in a group choose a cartoon strip and then read it aloud to the 
others in their own words. Have each group choose a reader to share that cartoon 
strip with the entire class. Have the reader “tell” the story first, and then show the 
class the strip.

 2. Have each student in a group choose an animal or creature from the story, give 
the creature a name, and then write a paragraph in its “voice.” The paragraph can 
be original or it can be a narration of  one of  the cartoon strips. Have each group 
choose a reader to share their paragraph with the entire class.

Individual Writing

 1. Discuss the concept of  literary allusion (making reference to other books and 
stories) and share examples from the book: page 20 (The Pied Piper), page 51 
(Jack and the Beanstalk), page 60 (Pinocchio), page 65 (Charlotte’s Web), page 
135 (Hansel and Gretel), and pages 113, 139, and 180 (The Wizard of  Oz). Have 
students choose two familiar stories and write or draw their own funny comic 
with literary allusion.

 2. After discussing the differences between the concepts of  “reality” and “fantasy,” 
give some examples from the book of  fantasy. Are Lio-’s monster friends real or 
fantasy? How do you know? Have students create their own cartoon strip based 
either in fantasy or reality.
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