





to share their own examples of trash-talk and lucky talismans. Have they done any
trash-talking of their own? How did it make them feel? Do they believe that wearin
something lucky can help them do better at sports? Do Nate’s lucky socks make hi
better at sports?

2. Inthe book, Nate and his friends play basketball, baseball, and soccer. What are so
plot or character themes that are common no matter which sport they are playing?

3. During soccer season, Nate is very unhappy when Artur tries out for the team. Do
students understand why Nate is jealous of Artur? Have they felt this way?

Creative Writing

Have students read Coach’s before-game pep talks on pages 10, 35, 49, 70, and 120; next h
them read Coach John's talk on page 129. Whose style do students like better? Is one styl
more effective than the other? Have them choose a sport and then write their own pregam
motivational speech.

Other Curriculum Connection

Art

Explore with students how cartoon:

are an ideal way to portray the nois =\

action-filled world of sports.

* Sounds — On pages 8, 45, 52, and ot
the creator uses words like “doof,” “bon
and “zing” to imply action.

*  Graphics — On pages 29, 48, 55,
and others, the artist uses slash m
exaggerated thought bubbles, arcs, and |

graphic elements to imply speed, noise, and m M, o MY

Have students create their own cartoon strip that uses words and graphic elements to show
sound and motion.
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WITH A FEW EXTRA THERE'LL BE NO
POUNDS ON ME, T'M STOPPING ME! T'LL BE
GOING TO BE A , A RUNAWAY TRUCK.'
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